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important in a ship of such power and size. A minor
mistake in a small aeroplane can be temporarily taken
care of by the ability of the test pilot. However, the
bigger the ship the less is the possibility of such correc-
tion, and the plane must be free from any pronounced
defects, even in adjustment, from the very beginning.
The last part of 1933 was occupied by this kind of
fascinating and, at times, troublesome work. The
plane was completed shortly after Christmas, but it
was very cold and the river froze so solidly that the
testing of the ship was impossible and had to be post-
poned until March, 1934, when the ice was gone.
Finally after the usual motor-boat inspection of the
Housatonic River for floating ice between the factory
and the open Sound, our pilot reported that he could
make a test. As usual, it was a great event to watch
the large, beautiful Clipper being launched on the
water for the first time* We went on board for the
first run soon after to check the water characteristics.
Our test pilot carefully taxied the big ship down the
river and into the open Long Island Sound, where he
started to make manoeuvres on the water, first at very
slow speed and later gradually increasing the power.
While this was going on we were busy observing the
actions and the behaviour of the new ship from various
places inside the long boat hulL Everything appeared
satisfactory, and after a while the pilot, having com-
pleted the turns and low power tests, decided to go on
to the next part of the programme, that is, get the ship
on the step and let it accelerate under some forty to fifty
par cent of power, in order to check the running on the
step and the flight controls at thirty-five to fifty miles
per hour speed. For this test I took the co-pilot's seat,